[An analysis of causes of recurrence, matastasis and death of retinoblastoma].
To discuss the relationship between diagnosis, treatment and recurrence, metastasis, death of Rb patients. To analyse the data of 46 Rb patients treated in our center from July 1967 to May 1992, who had either recurrence, metastasis or died. The main factors affecting Rb prognosis are: 1 early or late diagnosis: 2 the mortality rate increased with the degree of optic nerve involvement: 3 involvement of orbit, cranial cavity and choroid by Rb; 4 clinically, secondary glaucoma often accompanied by optic nerve involvement. Delay in diagnosis and treatment will result in Rb recurrence, metastasis and death. Early diagnosis and treatment is very important for survival rate.